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The Honorable Hillary Clinton
Secretary

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Clinton:

[ urge vou to encourage the government of the Slovak Republic to repeal the
discriminatory and undemocratic language law that recently took effect on September 1,
2009. This law appears to be born of unresolved ethnic tensions in the region and allows
unfair persecution of ethnic minorities,

The new Slovak language law prohibits the use of any language other than Slovak in
official communication and can result in a fine of between €100 and ¢ 5 000, Anyone
emploved by the state, including all civil servants, judges. members of the armed forces,
police and ééreﬁgh‘i@;&;. are required to use the official language in “the performance of
their duties.” A firefighter responding in the Hungarian language to a call for help could
be subject to disciplinary action under the law.

The law also requires centuries-old family memor ials, such as gravestones inscribed ina
mmamue other than Slovak, to be re-carved. If an inscription is in Hungarian "a i be
kept but the inscription must also be carv eé in Slovak and must be at least the same size
or larger %/gmm the Hungarian inscription. The law ensures the destruction of many
ﬁé:%i’%iz‘ag v tmportant memorials and 1s an affront to the rich history of ethnic minorities
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Sincerely

s

Dennis J. Kucinich
Member of Congress




