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Let me begin by welcoming all of you, from close and far, Hungarian Americans and friends who have gathered today at our symbolic home, the Kossuth House, in the nation's capital to salute the incoming Obama-Biden Administration. Of the many distinguished guests, at this time we greet His Excellency Ferenc Somogyi, Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary to the United States, Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, for 26 years representing the 9th District of Ohio with 16,421 Hungarian-American constituents, and Ohio State Senator Teresa Fodor.

On this day, we Hungarian-Americans answer our new President's call for a national day of service. Community service is the hallmark, the driving motive force behind all five national Hungarian-American bodies organizing today's reception.

Before saying a sentence about each let me begin by recognizing the driving motive force serving as the bedrock underneath all five of us, the robust Democratic powerhouse Péter Újvági, Representative from the great State of Ohio. He appears here in full family and co-worker colors — seven women by my last count, but Peter, I'm sure, will correct me — bearing a personal message from the Obama administration. Peter was the early inspiration behind mobilizing Hungarian-American support nationwide for the Obama victory. His enthusiastic, partisan yet always non-divisive advocacy for community involvement has for decades been the building block of our Hungarian-American community nationwide. Thank you Peter!

Hosting this event is the Hungarian Reformed Federation of America, whose home office is this building, the Kossuth House. HRF A was formed in 1896 by working men and women in the industrial and mining centers of Pennsylvania, Ohio New York and New Jersey. The work of this fraternal benefit society is not to expect or rely on handouts from anyone, but to operate as a self-help institution. The membership dues paid for modest insurance policies are pooled to not just provide death benefits to survivors, but also to support a wide range of charitable works that benefit local communities. HRF A works through 73 local branches in 11 states with a membership of 10,000 to provide community services 365 days of the year. (Acknowledge President Les Megyeri, Directors George Dózsa and Rev. Leslie Martin, and the able assistance of office co-workers Kati Lévay Nagy, Petra Fehérvari and Melinda Trinfuly.)

Co-hosting this reception is the William Penn Association, the other large Hungarian fraternal benefit society formed through the merger of the Rákóczi, Verhovay and other societies founded in the late 1800s. (Acknowledge Director Al Vargo.)

Another co-host is the Hungarian Human Rights Foundation, formed in 1976 to promote the survival of the 3 million-strong ethnic communities in countries surrounding Hungary. (Recognize Director Emese Latkóczy and yearlong intern Zsolt Bóbis.)

The Hungarian Community of Friends is represented here by Professor Andrew Ludányi and his lovely wife Marika. The organization, in existence since 1967, publishes a periodical (ITT -OTT or Here-There) and, more recently a yearbook, focuses on educational and charitable work with an emphasis on ethnic preservation.

The Hungarian-American Coalition is a Washington-based umbrella organization that since 1991 has promoted and coordinated the work of local organizations stretching from Seattle to Minnesota, Florida to Connecticut and everything in between. (Acknowledge President Max Teleki and his wife Wendy, and especially recognize the talents and hard work of its intern Eszter Eva Nagy who volunteered untold hours not just in helping organize today's gathering but also on behalf of the Presidential Inaugural Committee.)
* * *


Throughout our history, Hungarians have recognized the vital importance of individual action by ordinary citizens to take responsibility for the future and destiny of our community, and the betterment of mankind.

The great Hungarian patriot Lajos Kossuth, whose portrait hangs in this room and whose words were paraphrased by Abraham Lincoln and summoned again by Barack Obama, mobilized the entire nation in 1848 to rise up against alien oppression and take charge of building a democratic, just and tolerant society in the land of Hungary.

In the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, the entire nation, young and old, united as one, exhibiting singular acts of heroism and sacrifice,  for the sole purpose of winning the power to control our own future.

Just 19 years ago, the Hungarian Protestant Minister László Tőkés sparked the courageous defiance of ordinary citizens — Romanians, Hungarians, Germans and Serbs — to join together and overthrow the 24-year brutal Ceausescu dictatorship.

