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Romanian Civil Servant to Be Tried on False Charges for Returning Church Property to Its Rightful Owner in the Hungarian Community
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[image: image3.emf]The trial of Attila Markó—the only ethnic Hungarian member of the Romanian Special Committee on Church Property Restitution —is set to begin September 6 in Buzău. Markó, State Secretary with the portfolio for Minority Affairs in the Romanian government, heads the Department for Inter-Ethnic Relations as well. On December 24, 2010, he was falsely charged with „official abuse of power” by the Romanian Anti-Corruption Prosecutor for restoring the Székely Mikó Boarding School in Sfantu Gheorghe/Sepsiszentgyörgy on May 24, 2002 to its rightful owner, the Hungarian Reformed Church.

The charge that the building was returned based on “invalid” or “unacceptable” documentation is patently false and portends a sham trial. It is a well-known and documented fact that the Hungarian Reformed Church legitimately owned the building from 1870 until its seizure by the communists in 1948.

The authorities’ true intent in bringing these fabricated charges is clearly diversionary and ominous:

· With merely one-third of all religious property claims
 processed in the 22 years since the fall of communism (2,400 of 7,568), the Romanian government clearly seeks to deflect attention away from its gross negligence, systemic contempt for private property and freedom of religion, and disregard for civil society, particularly minority communities;
· Ethnic Hungarians—with a token ethnic Romanian thrown in for cover—and a building located in a homogenous Hungarian region—are easy fodder rather than pursue the genuine sources of corruption such as organized crime, money laundering and pervasive graft for which Romania has been on continual notice from the European Union;
 
· “The lawsuit may give birth to a dangerous legal precedent; leading to other instances of re-nationalization of already restituted church properties,” warns Béla Kató, Deputy Bishop of the Hungarian Reformed Church,
 with the stage being set for further delay and possible denial of claims.
Justice Delayed Is Justice Denied
Total Number of Church Property Claims Submitted
7,586
Total Number of Claims decided since 2002
 2,400
Percentage of claims to yet be decided
66 percent
Number of years it will take the Committee to finish the claims
19 years
The Special Committee has met only twice in the past two years
Number of years elapsed since first property
    was illegally confiscated
63 years
Number of property claims submitted by the four 
    historic Hungarian denominations
2,140
Number of claims decided
1,204
Percentage of claims yet to be decided
44 percent

Markó, who stands by his actions and maintains his innocence, told HHRF that “I am prepared, if necessary, to bring my case before the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg.”
H. Res. 191 Urging Romania to Accelerate Property Restitution to Religious Communities

On May 23, 2005 the House of Representatives sent a strong message to the government of Romania on the need to accelerate restitution of properties illegally confiscated from religious communities under communism. The bipartisan measure was introduced by Congressmen Tom Lantos (D-CA) and Tom Tancredo (R-CA) in an attempt to remedy the gross injustice suffered by the Jewish community, the four historic Hungarian churches and the Greek Catholic Church. The resolution set forth seven specific actions the Romanian authorities need to urgently take.
_______________________________________

The Hungarian Human Rights Foundation has consistently monitored the status of 2,140 properties confiscated from the Roman Catholic, Hungarian Reformed, Lutheran and Unitarian Churches, the dominant religious affiliation of the 1.5 million-strong Hungarian minority in Romania. The New York-based Foundation regularly updates reports tracking Romanian legislation and implementation; testifies in Congress, and maintains a database on the status of all Hungarian-related properties.
_______________________________________
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� Tamás Marosán, former legal advisor for the Hungarian Reformed Church and Silviu Clim, former councilor for the Ministry of Justice are co-defendants in an alleged “crime” which resulted in the Special Committee issuing Decision No. 58, on May 24, 2002, and therefore implementing Romanian Government Emergency Decree 83/1999 and auxiliary government order 1334/2000 and „erroneously” restituting said buildings thereby causing the state significant „damages” to the order of 1.3 million euros ($1.7 million dollars) and warranting seizure of all the defendants’ assets on Christmas Eve.





� Twelve years after the end of communism, the Romanian Parliament finally passed Law No. 501/2002 on the restitution of properties illegally confiscated from religious denominations under communism in the period 1945-1989.


�„Corruption in Bulgaria and Romania continues to not be properly pursued by the judiciary, with cases taking too long and judges themselves prone to taking bribes,” the EU commission said Wednesday (20 July), writes the Euobserver. In both countries, the judiciary is too slow and often lets high level corruption cases drag on for so long that the suspects walk free as their alleged deeds reach the statute of limitations, the EU commission said in its latest reports under the so-called Co-operation and Verification Mechanism...As for Romania, he said there was an urgent need for high-level corruption cases to be tried, since they are soon reaching statute of limitations.


� Interview in Hungarian-language daily Krónika, December 28, 2010





